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Talking Points

Suggested points for discussion on Ure Election of Membes of the House of
ReprcsentaUves Bill

1. On 25 January, after extensive debate, the National legislative Asselbly (NlA)
passed the final reading of the Bill on the Election of Memberc of the House of
Representatives E lection.

2. The Bill, amended by the NIA Ad-Hoc Committee, stipulates that it will come into

force 90 days aftei ib publication in the Royal Gazette instead of immediate

enforcemenf after iE publication, as specified in the original version of the Bill'

3. This means that the election may not take plae by the end of 2Ot8' yet by

the Consutuuon, it has to be held and completed within 150 days after the
4 electign-lelated organic laws come into effect'

4. The main reason for the g$day delay in enforcement of the Bill is to provide ample

time for poli6cal pafties to organize the so called *Primary Vote5", .as 
an initial

step in the selection process for the nomination of MP candidates. This is stipulated

in the organic law on political parties that the pafties are required to nominate their

candidates, who are selected by the parties'provincial branches or representatives,

for the members of the House of Representatives,

5. The "primary Votes" requirement is crucial to the success of the next election as it
will empower the local constituenb and the local political paty branches in the

candidate selection, which is used to be left with the leader and/or the central

committee of poliucal parties. For the first time, the local constituents will not be

dictated by the pafty on who should run for elections in their locality.

6, Some politiciars are against the "Primary Votes"-concept, as they prefer that the
pafties' leader and/or centml committee continues to control all decisions of the

burty at all levels. They may expect that due to Ume limitation (150 days) the
"prirnary Votes" witl be exempted for the fofitcoming general election.

7. Opponents of the Bill and the "Primary Votes" try to disguise their true motivation

and confuse the matter by playing up their opposition to the 90-day delay'

8. If the requirement for the "Primary Votes" is removed from the Bill in order to speed

up the generat election, it seems certain that some politicians will conUnue to dictate

Thai potitics and we will never get to see the empowerment of the local

constituents.

9. Due to the above, we would request that all those interested in the poliUcal future of

Thailand, understand the real rational for the 90-day delay in the enforcement of the

Bill on the Election of Members of the House of Represenbtive.


